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Stenhammars singer i urval

Vilka dr Wilhelm Stenhammars bista sainger? Den fragan far jag ganska ofta fran sivil
singare som pianister. Ja, vad ska man svara pa den frigan, nir de bista singerna ir... sd
ménga? Stenhammars misterskap som tonsittare manifesterades inte minst i romanserna
for rost och piano. Hans tonsittningar av samtidens frimsta poesi har lite av en sidrstill-
ning i den svenska musikhistorien, och singerna star sig obekymrat vil dven i jimférelse
med de av kollegorna Edvard Grieg och Jean Sibelius. Redan som sjuttoniring kompone-
rade han det som maste betraktas som ett forsta misterverk, 'I skogen’; formfullindad och
med ett tilltal som bugar infor forebilden Robert Schumann. Hans tonsprik och berit-
tarstil utvecklades naturligtvis med tiden. ’En strandvisa’ eller expansiva "Prins Aladin av
lampan’ visar pa en tonsittare i besittning av en helt egen vokabulir.

Till denna samling har jag valt nigra av mina personliga favoritsinger, sidana jag hela ti-

den dterkommer till. P4 levandemusikarv.se finns mycket mer att uppticka. Vi inventerar
fortlopande den vildiga svenska musikskatten i jakten pa gomda eller glomda pirlor, som
sedan publiceras i vir databas for fri nedladdning.

Okej, min favoritsaing, om jag maste svara? Dagens svar blir... "Hvarfor till ro sa brade?’
ur Visor och stimningar op 26. Dikt och musik blir till ett. Ett senromantiskt mésterverk!

Magnus Svensson, 2025
Konsertpianist och redaktér for Levande musikarv, Kungl. Musikaliska Akademien

A Selection of Stenhammar’s Songs

Which are Wilhelm Stenhammar’s finest songs? That is a question I am asked quite often,
by both singers and pianists. But how should one answer such a question when the finest
songs are... so many? Stenhammar’s mastery as a composer is perhaps most clearly revea-
led in his art songs for voice and piano. His settings of the foremost poetry of his time oc-
cupy a special place in Swedish music history, and these songs hold their own effortlessly
even when compared with those of his colleagues Edvard Grieg and Jean Sibelius. Already
at the age of seventeen he composed what must be regarded as his first masterpiece, 'I sko-
gen’ (“In the forest”), perfectly shaped and with an expressive language that respectfully
bows to the influence of Robert Schumann. Naturally, his musical language and narrative
voice developed over time. Songs such as ’En strandvisa’ (“A Shore Song”) or the expansi-
ve 'Prins Aladin av lampan’ (“Prince Aladdin of the Lamp”) reveal a composer in posses-
sion of a wholly distinctive vocabulary.

This collection presents some of my personal favourites — songs to which I keep coming
back to again and again. At levandemusikarv.se there is much more to discover. We are
continually surveying Sweden’s vast musical heritage in search of hidden or forgotten
gems, which are then published in our database for free download.

All right = my favourite song, if I must choose? Today’s answer would be...” Varfér till ro
sa brate?” (“Why So Hastily to Rest?”) from Songs and Moods, Op. 26. Here, poetry and
music become one. A late romantic masterpiece, no doubt.

Magnus Svensson, 2025

Concert Pianist and editor for Levande Musikarv (Swedish Musical Heritage),
Royal Swedish Academy of Music
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| skogen.

(A.T. Gellerstedt)

Andante sostenuto.

WILH. STENHAMMAR.
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Drei Lieder von Heinrich Heine.

,lch lieb eine Blume:

Sehr zart ‘Wilh, Stenhammer, Op.17.
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,Ein Fichtenbaum steht einsam?

Langsam. ‘Wilh, Stenhammer, Op.17.
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Flickan kom 1frdn sin alsklings mote

Andante. Wilh. Stenhammar, Op.lﬂ?
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Till en ros.

Poco Allegretto. Wilh. Stenhammar, Op.8.
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Stjarnan. Der Stern.

Bo Bergman.
Presto agitato. Wilh. Stenhammar
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Bo Bergman.
Vivace. Wilh. Stenhammar
' I Iy 1
e l E C; N N N Il N\ T N
- - r 4 Ty 1} nl 1N 1 ¢ 4 of
\'\ju Zt t—@—@- iHi » ‘_’_#_tl___d = IL? E'yl ]
Jung-fru Blond och jung-fru Bru - nett dan - sa med
Jung-fer Blond und Jung-fer Bri - nett tan - zen, die
l . i _f - A . ﬁ
& — t i |
e ] === ==L2E=
dolce leggiero e staccato
O ® N N E- N N N ; N p—_t_—L
0 K 4 r 4 r 4 [ 4 r A [ 4 [%] | 1
A [ .y 1 [ [ ry 1 * 1  —
——b—h 1 €L
&

l I | | I l |

b P m e I o w Nieg oo NI I ts 2
\QV | 1'/ (: I { ‘_#] b |L

fing-ret pA4  kjo - len. Sa hést-klar dr luf - ten och latt latt, latt,
Fin-ger am Hhlei - de. So  herbstklar die Lyft ist und leicht, leicht, leicht,

IL ; d ; H N =1 e AN N H N AN
>—8 ¢ S o < 8 eSSt
[} f [ | =

TN
M z e
"l: ﬁ ! ; N N N N 19— | —
V. v— = —=<& £ £ = o S—— - —
b | — -
=]
16
L | A X
- ot '[1 - N o 77 — y 2
QU Il 7 I'j { L/ 1 ] W4 [l ! { J 1] —! T "\
) ! rer . ’ i, A 4 ' !
latt som de sving-an-de jung-frur-nas kling-an-de glid -je 1 so - len.
leicht, wie der schwingen-den Jung-frau-en klin-gen-de, son - ni-ge Freu - de/
] | —
#—]‘;7 j r:—l ? l—*‘ * | | { 1 ‘1:‘ [ i\
| T T B 1 %:F’_‘#i ! =
i e
“‘ [‘J q ' 3 ’ 1 1 .
75 —1— r} i f_#‘—?"‘ LE — *® i— - = *

2 d l L 1 ‘} 1 } { !

e

MUSIKARV Swedish Musical Heritage, Kungl. Musikaliska akademien, Stockholm 2014, 2025. Public domain. www.levandemusikarv.se

% o
k friTa®



57

N
= e e e e i A 7

T I
Se pi. Nu ho-ja de sigy, mnu bé-ja de sig, och 0 - go-nen
Schaut hin. Jetzt beu-gen sie  sich, jetzt nei-gen sie sich, es la -chen die

+ } ‘I | csvmum— i Jr—
: —e — — o —
7 |9 %'—"—"4 =
L a .
| "
AT} e ,1%&#—’—’—” et
] ) I 1 [l 1 | I— 1 | N ] |
L - - -
- { ﬁl\ %\ t : 'l T 3
! lr L/ .j f %il—‘? 1] ‘Ij "}(ll *‘ :
T r ( T .‘.
ly - sa och fli-tor-na sla och kin-den har he - ta flae - kar -
Au-gen, es flat-tert das Haar, auf Wan-genglihnheis - se Flek - ken —
o I — | —T = ! ot %
[ BT Sy iy o
hd - o1 ¥
0 — '.l'- = 1 i r - T 1 L. e L‘"’h‘—
: - —# ettt e :
0c0 meno
— 2 ) | A
= j e~
& — t ¥— — ] 1 — o=
Men langt of-ver dn-gens gul -na-de vall star rym-den
Doch weit i -ber Wie-sen und herbstbun-tem Waldstehtdie Luft so
— he
1 > ' T
® - 1 [# ] —
' Pf z3
L = 7 =
oy Z = = = ;
i = D
S A
/
—+ 1 T g + — S 1
ESEeS s sEa s eess=E S sras
kall, och nak-na sta trad och hic - Kkar. 0
kalt, und kahl ste-hen Bau-me und Hek - ken. o
P L
— ¥
> E F‘?( j [ o3 ®
> : z < »p
| s e? | g
3 o [ [N
7 ] [# & d g Ly — S Q’\
‘ [#] (71 Py
s = = T~ —
T ~——
\




58

*f har ersatt e.

Tempo I.
pp— Loy - N
v ;‘J\I 1 /7 ] - ‘I—#i“]_—" T 1‘ 7 :-— T r - @~ Tlr 1L:1 I:I
jung-frur, hvi dan-sen I  &n och sjun-gen och skrat-ten? Det fal - ler en
Jungfern,was tan -zet [hr noch und sin-get im Wal - de? Dort fillt  ja schon
L/‘—\
| = D . —PPe oy,

I y= ‘__! ¢ s v ® g -

129 = | 1 LA
D— - - N —— F 1 P 1(' 2 ——
() —] ] 1 I 7

sempre P poco mare. | molfo p
2 = o | B, #’ 23
L D n — - P —— 2 F — -
— — I - —
\ [ L
ol }
A | ) . Lranquillamente )
|04 1 } N | \ ! 1 1 " n 4
. s e e " T e st e o e e Y S e o
S = J : S
stjar - na i - gen, och snartkom-mer nat - ten. Den kom-mer som tjuf-ven nir
wie - der ein Stern, die Nachtsenkt sich bal - de. vie kommt wie der  Dieb, ganz
| e
| 0ed | [— 4 1 N
— " = = =" 7 Z
| »p
b > f f 7= im— q] r 4 = 77
| = = 2= & 2
~— U ~——_
68
| | Y y
| od L T I\ I 3 1 N AY 3 I
T K 1 AN i ¥ - ) ) P D F o E:@
ﬁ_ﬁ_ g e 1: e '1.— 1 D) 7, —%
in-gen ser och in - gen ber. Som en rof-fa-gels-svirmslarden ner och for-
still und leis), awf niemands Ge - heiss. Sie stiirzt nie-der auf Raub-vo-gel - weis’ und ver-
9 T ’V " 1 i3
1 3 1127 i’y
] _ 7 27, 4 D 7 QT2
2 [, I~ hoht VIS
g ﬁq ﬁ hg 22
erese.
r~ o I 77 LV‘ l-'.l # |
T 1z 37 <4 .z, Tﬂ‘_g‘i—
b rs
S e fe
75 sosten
‘thEL % T - -
1 i ] 5 ) < 7 & =~ =
A1V M T 1 'ﬂ-i
(Y] . .. ‘ W
mor-kar vd - gar och vat - ten
dun-kelt die son - ni - ge Hal - de.
E | g y— LTQ — £ £ £3 £ 4

= l“‘s.l L £ # ] —H——_P'—jh__b |»l

> %r_—_vgs, i ﬁﬁ%'? Fa———— ==

w hul n ” + + +
‘ v < #% J' ¢ ben tenuto

]’000f cresc.

[r— 2 :2 B 2

(B— bz ¥ T 7 # =
P T ﬁur T - - —

i % i T o




59

§ a lempo . rit
1] | 1 A )] i
e . —
Jung-fru Blond och  jung-fru Bru - nett an - na for - skrim - da i
Jung-fer Blond und Jung-fer Bri - nett strau - cheln er - schro cken  im
A
2 b g i A A i
o— === == =E==== =
tempo A —_ | =
— A
W I g 5 £ £ .
LS »—& 7 — ——«
i F r =
v
. . sosten. . . 1
] i N (N —] A\ R 1
7z " m— —  S— t + L — —
N et .
Hur hemsktblef  all-ting med ett si - sta
ein  Schau - er um - weht letz - ten
——
Y 4 - 1 -
1 Z & —T
-ZO’ [ /O |
I~
= = = — - - =
= 4{ F4 t &
\____/
PU MOSSO
> —= S+ = = —x 1 —
o - glan - sen Det hviss-lar vin - den och
Glan - ze Slii-stert’s im  Win -de, da

[ ¥] ; Vs P
f = ji' S —— — § B —
S——]
— »p
ba | Bo .
3 L1 e | 7] | e o = - |
& ¢ 12 7 W 1L - 4 B A— 1 1 1 1
YA 1 L 1 1 ] —i:#ﬁ:
<
[ X
poco a poco piu agitato
t Tl‘T ! 3 ‘}} ) y =
R s ——* = == F—=
. ] 4 1
ta och skrat-tar i och dun - gar.
schleicht es auf Zeh’n und  ra-schelt in und  Blat tern.

poco a poco erese.




|l|} 3 k # N bt o] l’;‘ x 3
o———r - 7 ==
r
® De stac - _kars jung - - - frur-na  sma
Die ar - men Jung - - - Jraulein  schon
G EEE EEEC BN A e
Hey —— — ——— — —— —  S— ——— | — - A
[} e —
f dim. r
e T ST Ao ey HEs Pt
He 7
116
# ;L = ' — .
> et - = = =
v skilf - va som fo - gel - un -gar.
angst -  lich wie Fog - lein zit -tern.
A esa ===
2 mm—;%””»r?i}.iiijfi;L
O e e e e e ErTriiTIIIeE T ICE L
O 1 | e e |
%y’ e e i i e S s s e ‘):,Wﬁ o955
" —1 1 1 I ! l
ﬁbiiji 3333 re oo —— T
124 | sempre agitalo
T - - - e i IAWA R K
{eS £ wm— » ii_gJ__ﬂ"%ﬁ' 0
0y, fe ! ¥
Och hvi -ta 1 kin - den,med
Mit  schreckbleichen Wan - gen und
ﬁ b
Oj
crese. - - - - - -
%%MMMM

HEpt

| N A NN
1 N N ] _P_g_________
e % e
i T T e .y .

fla - tor som  sla, sla, sla, ru -sa de hem-at ba - -

Lo -cken,die wek’n, weh'n weh'n pfeilschnellnach Hau-se sie sau - -

I T T e T 1 I 1 | 1 i g - r——
1 1 1 1 T L 1 1 | N I S
R R Rt i EreEacEiii

d g M| -
> ¥ — : : - ™ —
& & o —o- - p— -




61

137 poco piu tranquillo
] N N b
E2 e - #—‘—f——?—&FE_—_#p—'—‘fF
L I 1 1 7 1 ! 1 (Y] 1] 1 hif ] 17
ANAV 1 A ! "4 1 I Vi ¥ 1 17 1 1 4
() ‘ R . . ' . i r-r .
da. Har u -te dr vil -loroch va - da, men hem-ma ar  virl - den en

sen. Hierdraussen ist Schreckenund Grau sen, doch da - hetm ist die  Welt  ja, so

p | [—————
1 s Y Y 1 1 | J 1 11 1 1 ! 7 - [ ! 1 = ! y " | ! ' ¥ X
b | 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 T 1 1 1 I 1 | | | 1 1

’L_b | 1 . t
s it U S N N FUS f
144
H—| _ _ . , | [ G b
> T ce e = — e e e P
A\1V | 'U '} %i 1 'Ir/ r 'V | 4 i
spi - sel - vra och mor  den en - da i virl -
traut  und schon, und Mut-ter die Einz-geaufder Er -
r —— pe——
1 1 1 ! 1 1 1 1 1 1 1

151 l poco a poco piu tranquillo - - - - -
L
2 = e e e e e
gﬁr [ [ %J } I'/ Jfl i _:VI } r]/ lr/ 'l[ |r/ = =
den. Hon sit -ter sd tyst och tvin-naroch snor och stir - rar
de. Sie sit - zet so  still und we - bet und spinnt und facht das

S AT =
F Eﬁrr{\—‘/? ] =

I 1 i
ﬁ s r I z | : | PA
\_—/
PR - - - - - - -, Moderato tranquillo.
1 1N N I k |l 3 Il ! 1 [N
D Hg —r 4 > ” I‘L’ Hl 1 - = St - -
! 4 ' ' ' . .
fry-san-de in i de ly-san-de glo - den pa  hiar - den.
glii-hen-de, fun-ken - spri-hen-de Feu - er im Her - de. ‘l_
|24 P i
J‘; P — § '[lu':( I e &
-—f [~ T! el hif N
e [ | f/-\r n 4 %
o)1 J L4 Z 2 2 4 b Tz A ¥ ? ¥
b ) ! ha | L = 1 & . [y




.

N

I 3 4 ll A 1 i )
T— . _— @
[ {an b & ] ‘L' r::__ > = ‘])_i“L__‘; v ‘D !r ) i —'Fr =/ Jl
De gom -ma sitt hjir - ta hos mor och kys-sa den gam-las hidn - der.
Sie  ber - gen das Haupt thr im Schooss— und kiis-sen der Al-ten Hin - de.
=
1 '[) ; 3\ ﬁ ‘ N PN ‘I J‘ ‘7!3 [ lx
4 ; 4 L 4 |l 1
SES= e :
L2 r T - ¢ e L — ' l ~t
espress.
] 2
! ﬁ £f 2 & 2 E—
31 3 RN 1 H ) 3
It DENI & [ 4 = K 4 7 2 r 4
ry 1 1 [ [ S~ 1 r.y
N Jj ===
o ——— e ——
177
l[; ] i s " ‘&
- :\r " — — j‘ 1‘_) N + ™ ) _m—; T i I
Gh T e
Och tim-mar-na rin -na och kvilln blir stor, det rass-lar i
Die Dam-me-rung wachst undwird rie - sen-gross, es kni-stern die
T 'D t # 3 oo —) n e  —— — —
| 2. ¢ $3: -t = P
) _ = U h Z .
molto p ﬁ‘ r & 7z
—— —
I.Jhp 1 !'\ : l'\ Z - — —
ML  So— M <
4 g =
j/
184
#Eb:‘?——f b ' A
< > - 4 [ va— T K 1 T AN
D } 1 —* 7 ! T D A F . ji:‘:
v ’ ) v
bra-sans bran - der. Men u - te som troll pa ta det
Feu-er - bran - de. Doch draus-sen um’s Haus auf Zeh’n tut das
e ——— !
- — ~+—¥ —r— 10—
| — S F—= —=
() - <t -
7 E g rp F
4 1 N ; N N (7] g(l h'll
Je 1D ¢ 4 Y 4 ¢ 4 34 +be 2
V.4 P I [ 1 N [ A hoWs ] IR/l
1/ i 1 il 7] D1V




63

192
b T K X t 1 > ‘b o : Pl 9/\
1 2
R 2 e = : i
| } .
mum-lan -de  mérk - ret skri - der: Ni ki - ra - ste jung -
mur-meln - de Dun - kel schletr - chen: Ihr  lieb -wer-ten Jung -
/I
¥ 117
ey >
ANAY4
()
poco |erese. P
— -
/_‘
| 7 - L o b — J
O L 2 Il < 13
0] [# P 1 2 Yy 4
Z b | V=Y (724 ﬁ; 1) e =74 Lt
Lt = /) VA7) VY b ’—V
\ 4————/
200 (non forte)
h | Lot 3
. 3 1 # ” o I ! 3
i i —a S —F )  E— — e - =
ANV} T 7 i 'rnri M ‘%i
- frur sma, jag tar er val hvad det i - der....
- Jern  schin, mein Arm wird  doch euch er - rei - chen....
(deutsch von Johanna Plockross-Pohly.)
b |
=
A\3V 4 i
I erese.
' . NE = 7 s 1 F
[~ Ol ) 10 S —l 1
el CBE W74 r= [ iy P” I,
Latry bs N /| 1
1 T3

PO

\

b
554 j}'
i

207
) JJlJ N
eSS ==————==———==—""—
GT
& Eeg i
Gt — 5 F et z +
[y} j ' — . ~—— “ . ~—7
um p dim. y ~
S e et S
Z o F'Z*\_)"; ~_ = ?\_/
\ ~——— _/

|



64
Hvarfor till ro sa bradt? Warum so friith zur Ruh?

(Ur ,Ensamhetens tankar*) (Aus ,,Einsamkeits- Gedanken\)
Verner von Heidenstam.

Allegretto un poco mosso. Wilh. Stenhammar

&n Ji | ]
[] 1 !

i, AY
5. ! A 1 ]. f
: r

Hvar - for till sa bradt,
Wa - rum so  frih sur Ruh,

und

£z

L
[ ] !
L

=
i
RN
i
e
5
Ne
r
tb!
Ne
e
1
ol
|

N

dolece leggier

=
T
O
i
N i“:»
T
Ne)
|
jr
I

Ll
N
"
X
..3"

s Z = { —

e —— = - —®—

du som jag vill allt godt? Folj mig en
die mir so teu - er, Du? yieh’ doch die

N
étk
H
fil
el
1]
INel
..
Nl
e
N
2R
|
Ly
NE)
Yi

[4

INE)
»

Ne|
N

N
q
M
B~

€
€
Li
N
el
i
~m
NE|
nd
.
e
3@*
“wll

12
&u b ] N 4
. } 1 T +— { 2y ——
‘ . — : )
"0 ———t ¢ iz LI e
man - skens-tim - ma! Kyrk - torn och fon - ster glim - ma.
Nacht uns win - ken, HRirch - turm und Fen - ster blin - ken.

iy
Ne)

I It ll!!'----1
o — g v e e e ST
W  — t 151*:

3 g x
2 T e  — H = ¥ ) >
0 O [V 1 &4 1] [ 7]
LI 17 y [ 3 L4 7 [ 3 ‘iE L [ | 4 / ¥ ya 17 Vi [ ¥ 1 ;:
11 ";%, | 4 F} T Y L4
e,

MUSIKARV Swedish Musical Heritage, Kungl. Musikaliska akademien, Stockholm 2014, 2025. Public domain. www.levandemusikarv.se

% <
FriTac



65

F‘f—ﬁ

18 &
N )
% 5 7 1 e t®
& — 1 ;‘ o —1® L } ! t (’ 1
Full - mé -nen ly - ser klart. Nat - ten &r snart for -
Romm,weil der Mond noch strahlt, bald bleicht sein Glanz so
/"\
0 & &“ # [ T K #%:‘ P —
[¥] L] 1) (7] | ol 014 T _?__q;
) P ) | ———— 1
S N o) =8 oo Gt 4 o
P
b gy Ty : ML SR .
Fropr | [ e ey T e =
1 r M
24
iy L 1 A >
ot ¥ r — b > - - =
0 / i - f { 1
[J) I
bi. Stan - na min flic - ka! Snart
hehr Fomm, Du mein Mdd - chen! Bald,
Y 7 ﬁ'
] N ‘b 1‘1 f"ﬁ,r tjm r—f ’—'—‘
o & 1 [} [ 7 7 1 1 p
| I L T
S %ﬁ@ﬁ* D |
S— doleiss.
; R i 3
\
eyt 3 :‘: x]’ hih:’ £ —4 x N > -* £ =
— ¥ LT R 4 1 = ! 7% 7 ¥ VAR &
.4 VL LT |} s * | 4 VA | A i <« A [ VA [ o
b ¢ AR » |4 | 4 | ]
bl f -
30
0 4 4. 4 | | J)
Y I 1 Al | = - ﬂ
AT b I T - = -~ L
_!) l V 7] <
& -ro ej hel - ler vi.
bald sind auch wir nicht mehr.
(deutsch von Johanna Plockross-Pohly.)
By o 1== ~
7 1T = - . |
\ 7 s t = = 7
© 4 #ﬂr q‘l' —1 &
\*_________//
i jy M.Jd.
S e — e Z
7 Lk eI J9hs 1 VAEE 1
Tt & —=E
v &/



66
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Con abbondanza

Mellan broarna

Wilhelm Stenhammar, Op.38.Nr. 3
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Wilhelm Stenhammar

Wilhelm Stenhammar (1871-1927) tillhér de stora namnen i svensk musikhis-
toria — i dag mest kind som tonsittare, under sin korta livstid lika respekterad
som pianist och dirigent. Det hor till saken att Stenhammar var verksam nir
det moderna musiklivet formades, och de frimsta namnen under denna epok
har aldrig forlorat sin lyskraft. For Stenhammars del illustreras det av de kom-
positioner som stadigt behallit sin plats som repertoarverk, i férsta hand hans
forsta pianokonsert (b-moll), 7vd sentimentala romanser for violin och orkester,
pianoverket Sensommarndtter, solosanger som "Flickan kom frén sin ilsklings
mote” samt korsdngerna "Sverige” och 71 seralliets have”.

Wilhelm Stenhammar skaffade sig en gedigen och framfor allt bred mu-
sikalisk skolning: pianostudier vid Richard Anderssons musikskola, orgel for
Wilhelm Heintze och August Lagergren, kontrapunkt f6r Joseph Dente, kom-
position fér Emil Sjégren och Andreas Hallén. Som s& manga andra svenska
musikstuderande vid denna tid, och tidigare, for Stenhammar ocksa utom-
lands, till Berlin f6r pianostudier.

Redan under studietiden borjade Stenhammar framtrida som pianist, men
ocksa komponera. Som pianist inledde han ett samarbete med violinisten Tor
Aulin och dennes strikkvartett som skulle komma att utveckla kammarmusi-
cerande i Sverige. Deras turnéer runt om i landet ir legendariska.

Stenhammar var dirigent f6r kéren Filharmoniska sillskapet i Stockholm
1897-1900. 1902 var han med att grunda det som idag benimns Kungliga
Filharmonikerna i Stockholm. Han dirigerade i perioder ocksa vid Kungl.
Teatern och var dren 1907-22 konstnitlig ledare {6r davarande Géteborgs
orkesterférening. Wilhelm Stenhammar komponerade parallellt med sin verk-
samhet som pianist och dirigent. Periodvis tog dock de sistnimnda engage-
mangen 6ver, men som fulltecknad musiker och dirigent behévde han & andra
sidan inte komponera pa bestillning sdsom flera av hans tonsittarkolleger
tvingades till.

Wilhelm Stenhammar blev invald som ledamot nr 501 i Kungl. Musikaliska
akademien den 29 november 1900.

Gunnar Ternhag



Wilhelm Stenhammar

Wilhelm Stenhammar (1871-1927) is among the great names in Swedish
music history — now mostly remembered as a composer, but equally respec-
ted as a pianist and conductor during his short life. Part of this is due to the
fact that Stenhammar was active during the formation of modern musical
life, and the foremost names of this period have never lost their radiance. For
Stenhammar’s part, this is illustrated by the compositions that have consis-
tently kept their places as repertoire pieces, on the first hand his first piano
concerto (B flat minor), 7vd sentimentala romanser ("Two Sentimental Roman-
ces’) for violin and orchestra, the piano piece Sensommarndtter (‘Late Summer
Nights’), solo songs such as ‘Flickan kom ifrdn sin ilsklings mote’ (“The Girl
Came from Meeting Her Lover’ and the choral songs ‘Sverige’ (‘Sweden’) and
T seralliets have’ (‘In the Seraglio Garden’).

He acquired a musical education that was both sound and extensive: piano
studies at Richard Andersson’s School of Music, organ for Wilhelm Heintze
and August Lagergren, counterpoint for Joseph Dente, composition for Emil
Sjégren and Andreas Hallén. Like so many other Swedish music students at
the time, and earlier, he also travelled abroad, to Berlin, to study piano.

Stenhammar started performing as a pianist during his studies, and also
began composing. As a pianist, he began collaborating with the violinist Tor
Aulin and his string quartet, which would come to develop chamber music in
Sweden. Their tours around the country are legendary.

He was a conductor for the Stockholm Philharmonic Society choir from
1897 to 1900. In 1902, he was among the founders of what is now known as
the Royal Stockholm Philharmonic Orchestra in Stockholm. He also conduc-
ted at the Royal Opera and was artistic director of what was then the Gothen-
burg Orchestra Association from 1907 to 1922. In tandem with his career as
a pianist and conductor, Stenhammar was a composer. However, the former
activities would periodically eclipse his other work, but as a fully-fledged musi-
cian and conductor, he was not forced to compose on commission, as many of
his colleagues were.

On November 29, 1900 Wilhelm Stenhammar was elected to the Royal
Academy of Music as member no. 501.

Gunnar Ternhag

Trans. Martin Thomson



	

