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Hermann Berens

Berittelsen om Hermann Berens liv och verksamhet visar i det lilla vilken betydelse
forbindelserna med tyskt musikliv under ling tid hade for musikodlingen i Sverige.
Atskilliga musiker rorde sig mellan linderna — och man kan till och med tinka sig att
tyskan var ett fullt gingbart sprak i Stockholms centrala musikkretsar.

Hermann Berens foddes 1826 i Hamburg. Han fick sin inledande musikutbildning
av fadern Carl Berens, fljtist och tonsittare, som fick sin huvudsakliga birgning som
militdr musikledare. Hermann Berens maste ha utvecklats till en skicklig pianist redan
i unga dr, eftersom han vid 19 érs dlder gjorde vida turnéer med den italienska opera-
sangerska Marietta Alboni.

Den ambulerande tillvaron som pianist bor ha fortsatt, dven om killorna tiger. 21 ar
gammal kom han hur som helst till Stockholm med en pianokvintett med idel tyska
medlemmar. Ensemblen gjorde ett begrinsat antal framtridanden, innan den splittra-
des.

Hermann Berens anstilldes ganska snart som musikalisk informator pa Falkena
siteri, sydvist om Orebro. Dir undervisade han familjens tre dottrar — den ildsta
dottern, Mathilda, skulle bli hans hustru. Fran informatorstjinsten i Falkena var det
inte langt till Orebro, dir han 1849 fick tjinsten som regementets musikaliske ledare,
siledes samma slags arbete som fadern hade. I Orebro deltog den unge pianisten och
gode singaren ocksa livligt i stadens musikliv.

1860 flyttade Berens med sin familj till Stockholm, dir han anlitades som kapell-
mistare vid Mindre teatern. Det uppdraget innebar ocksi att forse uppsittningarna
med musik. Han fick dirutover uppdraget att leda elevorkestern vid Musikaliska
akademiens undervisningsverk, det som senare blev Musikkonservatoriet. Senare blev
han ldrare i komposition och instrument, utnimnd till professor 1868. 1863 blev han
kapellmistare vid Dramatiska teatern.

Hermann Berens musikaliska produktion dr bade omfattande och varierad. En stor
del av verken skrevs infor bestimda framforandetillfillen: kammarmusik infor salongs-
kvillar, skadespelsmusik infor teaterpremiirer. Eftersom han fick méanga verk publice-
rade, kan man ocksa tinka sig att forliggare bestillde musik av Berens. Merparten av
hans produktion skrevs dirfor med ivriga anvindare vintande utanfér dorren.

Verken vittnar om en tekniskt kunnig upphovsman med goda insikter i tidens musi-
kaliska sprik. Fastin han levde storre delen av sitt liv i Sverige, har hans musik knap-
past svensk eller nordisk firg, utan ir i stillet starkt anknuten till uppvixtens musik-
miljéer. Hans formaga att anpassa sina kompositioner efter den aktuella genren méste
ocksa nimnas som kidnnetecken.

Hermann Berens invaldes som ledamot i Kungl. Musikaliska akademien 1864. Han
avled i Stockholm 1880.

© Gunnar Ternhag, Levande musikarv



Konsertouvertyr f-moll

Konsertouvertyren ir en 1800-talsgenre som uppstod i det expanderande offentliga
musiklivet under drhundradets forsta decennier. PA manga hall i Europa blev det snart
blev brukligt att programligga opera-, teater- och konsertouvertyrer vid varje mu-
sikframférande som inbegrep en orkester. Till formen liknar konsertouvertyren ofta
inledningssatsen i en klassisk symfoni. I allmdnhet har den dock mindre av genomfér-
ings- och overledningspartier och ett snabbare férlopp 4n symfonisatsen. Tonsittaren
och musikskriftstillaren Eduard Sobolewski liknar 1855 skillnaden mellan de bida
satstyperna vid skillnaden mellan att "aka dngvagn och vandra genom samma trake.
Ouvertyren méste rusa mot malet, medan symfonin ror sig lingsamt och eftertink-
samt, dréjande vid njutningen av enskildheter” (Newe Zeitschrift fiir Musik 26/1 1855)*,
Under bérjan och mitten av 1800-talet lockades dtskilliga kompositérer av konsertou-
vertyrgenren, i synnerhet pa tysksprakig mark.

Den Hamburg-bérdige Hermann Berens firdigstillde sin Konsertouvertyr i f-moll
i Stockholm i bérjan av februari 1848 — samma manad som hans strakkvartett urupp-
fordes. Tonsdttaren var vid denna tid 21 4r gammal och nyligen inflyttad till Sverige.
Ouvertyrens tonsprak ir orienterat i klassicistisk riktning och verket saknar program-
matisk eller tonmalerisk titel av det slag som Berens tidigare anvint till orkesterstycket
En sjofarandes nijen och forsakelser. Efter Andante maestoso-introduktionen foljer ett A/-
legro agitato i sonatform. En rytmisk idé — tre korta notvirden utmynnande i en lingre
ton — genomsyrar savil inledningsmusiken som allegrot. Bade brassfanfaren i 6pp-
ningen och sonatsatsens huvudtema uppvisar varianter av denna idé. Berens har ocksa
integrerat de bada delarna genom att lata ett kort utsnitt frin introduktionen dyka upp
i ouvertyrens mittpunkt strax fore huvudtemats dtertagning. Det kontrasterande sido-
temat, som i expositionen presenteras i Dess-dur, tar i reprisdelen omvigen 6ver E-dur
innan det landar i den F-durtonart som avslutar stycket i festligt stimningslige.

Konsertouvertyren tillignades Jean Meyer som var violinist i Kungl. Hovkapellet
och vid verkets tillkomst medverkade i den pianokvartett som Berens tillhérde under
sin forsta tid i Sverige. Vid en konsert i Meyers regi den 29 mars 1849 (och eventuellt
24 mars) framfordes kompositionen av Hovkapellet anférda av Johan Fredrik Berwald.
Av allt att doma var detta ouvertyrens uruppforande. Tonsittaren torde ha varit tim-
ligen nojd med resultatet da stycket kom att spelas offentligt atminstone sex ganger
till under de f6ljande decennierna — tvd ginger av Mindre teaterns orkester dirigerad
av Bernhard Fexer och fyra ganger i arrangemang f6r Livregementets husarkéir under
Berens egen ledning.

© Martin Edin, Levande musikarv

* Neue Zeitschrift fiir Musik, bd. 42 nr 5, 26 jan. 1855, s. 45.



Kritisk kommentar

Killmaterial

Utgavan grundar sig pa partituret i autograf (A) samt handskrivna stimmorna till Cor 3-4 (St).
De exemplar som anvints som forlaga aterfinns hos Musik- och teaterbiblioteet 1 Stockholm.

Pa sista partitursidan star det: ”Stockholm. Februar 1-4.1848. Hermann Berens.”

Kommentarer

Stimman Corno 3 och 4 férekommer i A endast pa forsta partitursidan och anges som ”anhang” (bilaga) till partituret.
Eftersom denna bilaga saknas har St anvints f6r att komplettera denna utgava.

Corno 3-4 noteras i St 1 Dess men har 1 utgavan transponerats till F.

T. 42, metronomangivelse (J =) ofullstindig i A, borttagen i utgavan.

TAKT  |INSTR. ANM.

3 cor., tr. f tillagt i analogi med tbni

11 tbni forsta tonen: 4-del dndrad till 8-del i a m 6vriga instrument
42 uppt. |vle, vc., cb. tf dndrat till fia m vIni

53 ottoni, archi 4:e slaget tillagt stacc i a m legni

54 fl., ob., cl., fag. stacc borttaget 1 a m 6vr. instr.

70 cof. p tillagtia m t.74

74 fag. legatobage borjar pa 2:a slaget i a m t.70 (se dven vc cb)
112 vLII, vle, bassi p tillagtiam vlI t.111

146 cor.3 1 St, fel ton ass, dndrad i utgav. till fiam tr 1

187 legni, cor. accent borttagen i a m Ovr. instr.

277 cor.1-2 p tillagt i a m Ovr. instr.

277 tr. p tillagt i a m tutti; ff flyttat till £.278 i a m Gvr. blasinstr.
277 vini I-11 accent tillagd pa halvnot i a m triblaset

© Cristian Marina, Levande musikarv



Hermann Berens

The story of Hermann Berens’ life and career amounts to a microcosm of the long-las-
ting importance of German connections for Swedish music. A fair number of musici-
ans moved back and forth between the two countries, and German may actually have
been a perfectly viable lingua franca with Stockholm’s inner music circles.

Hermann Berens was born in Hamburg in 1826. He received his first music educa-
tion at the hands of his father, Carl Berens, flautist and composer, who worked mainly
as a military director of music. Hermann Berens must have developed into a skilful
pianist in early years, because at the tender age of 19 he went on extensive concert
tours with the Italian opera singer Marietta Alboni.

His ambulatory existence as a pianist probably continued, even though the sources
tell us nothing about it. Be this as it may, at the age of 21 he arrived in Stockholm to-
gether with an all-German piano quintet which gave a limited number of performances
before splitting up.

Hermann Berens was quite soon taken on as music tutor at Falkena Siteri, a manori-
al estate to the southwest of Orebro, where he taught the three daughters of the family,
the eldest of whom, Matilda, later became his wife. From the Falkena tutorship it was
but a short step to Orebro, where in 1849 he was appointed regimental director of mu-
sic — following in his father’s footsteps. The young pianist, who was also blessed with a
good singing voice, played a very active part in the town’s music-making.

In 1860 Berens and his family moved to Stockholm, where he was engaged as
orchestral conductor at the theatre Mindre teatern. His duties included the writing
of incidental music. In addition, he was given charge of the student orchestra at the
educational institution of the Royal Swedish Academy of Music, later to become the
Royal Conservatory of Music. He eventually became a composition and instrumental
teacher, and in 1868 was made a professor. In 1863 he became principal conductor at
the Royal Opera.

The music output of Hermann Berens is both copious and varied. Many of his com-
positions were occasional pieces: chamber music for salon soirées, incidental music for
theatrical first nights. Given that many of his works were published, he may well have
received commissions from music publishers. Most of his output, therefore, was writ-
ten with keen users eagerly waiting at the door.

The compositions testify to a technically proficient author with a good insight into
the musical language of his time. Even though most of his life was spent in Sweden, his
music can hardly be ascribed a Swedish or Nordic tinge, but is instead closely tied to
the musical environments of his formative years. His capacity for adapting his compo-
sitions to the relevant genre is another characteristic deserving of mention.

Hermann Berens was elected to membership of the Royal Swedish Academy of Mu-
sic in 1864. He died in Stockholm in 1880.

© Gunnar Ternhag, Levande musikarv. Transl. Roger Tanner



Concert Overture in F-minor

The concert overture is a 19th-century genre that emerged during the expanding pu-
blic music scene in the first decades of the century. It soon became customary in many
parts of Europe to offer opera, theatre and concert overtures at every musical perfor-
mance that included an orchestra. The form of the concert overture is often similar to
the introductory movement of a classical symphony. In general, however, it contains fe-
wer recurring and connecting sections and a faster paced development than the symp-
hony movement. In 1855 composer and music journalist, Eduard Sobolewski likened
the difference between the two types of movements to the difference between ‘riding
in a steam-driven carriage and walking through the same area. The overture must race
towards the goal, while the symphony moves slowly and thoughtfully, lingering in the
enjoyment of the details’ (Neue Zeitschrift fiir Musik 26/1 1855)*. During the early and
mid-1800s, a great number of composers were drawn to the concert overture genre,
especially in German-speaking regions.

The Hamburg-born Hermann Berens completed his Concert overture in F minor
in Stockholm in early February 1848 - the same month that his string quartet was
premiered. At this time, the composer was 21 years old and had recently moved to
Sweden. The overture’s tonal language is oriented towards classicism and the work lacks
a title of a programmatic or tone-painting nature that Berens previously used for the
piece ‘En sjofarandes nojen och forsakelser’. After the Andante maestoso introduction,
an Allegro agitato follows in sonata form. One rhythmic idea - three short notes resul-
ting in a longer tone - permeates both the introductory music and the allegro. Both
the brass fanfare in the opening and the main theme of the sonata movement show va-
riants of this idea. Berens has also integrated the two parts by allowing a short excerpt
from the introduction to appear in the middle of the overture just before the return
of the main theme. The contrasting secondary theme, presented in the exposition in D-
flat major, takes a detour in the reprise through E major before landing in the key of F
major that concludes the piece in a festive mood.

The concert overture was dedicated to violinist Jean Meyer, a member of the Royal
Court Orchestra who, at the time of the work’s creation, played in the piano quartet
that Berens belonged to during his first time in Sweden. At a concert produced by
Meyer on March 29, 1849 (and possibly on March 24th), the composition was per-
formed by the Royal Court Orchestra led by Johan Fredrik Berwald. By all accounts,
this was the premier of the overture. The composer must have been reasonably satisfied
with the result as the piece was played publicly at least six more times in the following
decades - twice by the Mindre theatern orchestra conducted by Bernhard Fexer and
four times in arrangement for the Royal Life Regement Hussar Corps under Berens’
own direction.

© Martin Edin, Levande musikarv. Transl. Jill Ann Johnson

* Neue Zeitschrift fiir Musik, Vol. 42 no. 5, 26 jan. 1855, p. 45.



