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Orkesterbesittning/Orchestra
Flauto Piccolo
Flauto I, 11
Oboe I, IT
Clarinetto I, I in B, A
Fagotto I, II
CormolinE E
Corno IT'in D
Corno [IT'in F
Corno IV in D
Tromba I, Il in D
Trombone Alto
Trombone Tenore
Trombone Basso
Arpa
Timpani
Violini I
Violini II
Viole
Violoncelli

Contrabassi
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Oscar Bystrom

Oscar Bystrom foddes i Stockholm den 13 oktober 1821. Han var férutom tonsittare
dven verksam som pianist, organist, dirigent, skribent och militir. Bystrom inledde sina
musikaliska studier ar 1834, varpa han genomgick officersutbildning 1836-1847.

Bystrom var tidigt verksam som pianist i konsertsammanhang samt vid societets-
baler. Vid sidan av musicerande och komposition var Bystrom dven verksam som
pedagog. Han undervisade bland andra prinsessan Eugénie i pianospel och drev ett
piano- och singinstitut i Stockholm, samt var inspektor vid Musikaliska Akademien
1866-72. Han propagerade bland annat for dldre kyrkomusik med gregorianska rétter
och folkliga koraler.

Bystrom var dven yrkesmilitir och fick kaptensgrad ar 1857. Efter 1872 flyttade han
till Finland dér han fortsatte sin musikaliska bana, bland annat som kapellmistare vid
Nya teatern i Helsingfors dren 1872-1876. Efter hemkomsten fran Finland dgnade
sig Bystrom framforallt at kyrkomusiken. Oscar Bystrom dog den 22 juli 4r 1909 pa
Aspnis i Spillersboda.

© Levande musikarv

Symfoni d-moll

Oscar Bystrom skrev sin tresatsiga d-mollsymfoni 1870—72. De tvé forsta satserna
framférdes av Stockholmskonservatoriets elevorkester den 20 december 1871 i sam-
band med att han limnade posten som konservatoriets inspektor, en tjanst som han
innehavt sedan 1867. Samtidigt avgick han ur aktiv tjanst som militdr. D4 han inte
kunde livnira sig pa sin pension, atog han sig ledarskapet for Musikaliska Sillskapet i
Abo, dir han kom att verka de fyra kommande dren. Symfonin uppférdes i sin helhet
pa en konsert pa Kungl. Teatern i Stockholm den 19 oktober 1874, da Bystrom sjilv
skulle leda orkestern men blev utbytt mot hovkapellmistaren Ludvig Norman. Framfo-
randet blev vil mottaget och verket spelades pd nytt redan den 30 oktober.

Bystrom tog upp verket pé en av sina sista storre konserter i Abo varen 1876, men
ddrefter lag det ospelat till 1895, dd Kungl. Hovkapellet under Conrad Nordqvist
uppforde det med en delvis omarbetad final. I sitt nya skick utgavs nu symfonin i en
sattning for fyrhindigt piano av Musikaliska Konstforeningen, men nista framférande
kom att dréja till 1907, da i Géteborg, och dret darpé spelades den i Paris. Av okind
anledning deponerades partituret samtidigt i ett Paris-bibliotek och ateruppvicktes inte
forrdn 1935 av Tor Mann i Géteborg. Den vickte dd stort intresse och har sedan blivit
ett repertoarverk inte minst i radio och finns 4ven pa skiva.

Bystrom 4r en av de fi samtida tonsittare som tog starka intryck av Franz Berwalds
musik i framfor allt en duo for cello och piano och tva strikkvartetter. Aven i symfo-
nin finns drag som i savil melodik som satsteknik erinrar om denne. Detta gav tillsam-
mans med den nagot mirkliga depositionen av noterna i Paris upphov till en olustig
diskussion om verkets dkthet. Det hivdades nimligen av Berwalds efterlevande att
symfonin skulle vara identisk med dennes forsvunna Capricieuse, en komplett symfoni
som skulle ha funnits i Berwalds nothylla vid hans d6d. Berwald och Bystrom bodde i
samma hus, och Bystrom var en av de fi som hade mojlighet att rora sig i Berwalds 13-
genhet, dd han erbjudit sig att hjilpa till med bouppteckningen och anordnandet av en
minneskonsert. Att Bystrdm bara ndgra ar efter Berwalds dod skulle kunna visa upp en
i ndgot avseende forfalskad symfoni infér hela det stockholmska musiketablissemanget,
ar dock en alltfor djirv tanke, och de samtida bedémarna hade inga liknande misstan-
kar. Symfonin var f6r 6vrigt dedicerad till en av Bystréms bdsta vinner, den vilkinde
sangaren och singpedagogen Isidor Dannstrom.

Omarbetningen 1895 innebar férutom tilligg av tva horn och tva basuner i finalen
att koralen "Hoga Majestit, vi alle” infogats i satsens D-durcoda, ogenerat i Ess-dur



och omgiven av harpoklanger! Bystrom hade nu overgtt till att helt dgna sig at koral-
studier, och synbarligen for att understryka sitt nya livsintresse lade han samma ar pa
ett liknande sitt in ett intermezzo Gver tre dldre kyrkomelodier i sin forsta strakkvar-
tett i c-moll och gav den samtidigt namnet Quartetto svedese. 1 bada fallen 4r ingrep-
pen bide frimmande och oorganiska, och bada verken mér bast av att framforas i sina
originalversioner.

D4 symfonin som det brukar heta “saknar scherzo”, ansig Sten Broman att den
lyriskt sjungande mellansatsens nigot rorligare mellandel, som ar Gverraskande kontra-
punktiskt anlagd, skulle motsvara denna “utelimnade” sats och ville dirmed lansera
dnnu en Berwaldanknytning. Tanken ir inte helt 6vertygande, si mycket mer som
element ur denna mellandel tas upp i den tredelade satsens slutparti. En hypotes om
att ett i Abo komponerat fristiende Andante for orkester skulle vara tillkommet som ett
alternativ till symfonins mellansats maste ocksa limnas dirhdn. Symfonin som silunda
skrevs nir Norman endast satsvis presenterat sin forsta symfoni, star vil pa egna ben.

© Lennart Hedwall, Levande musikarv



Kritisk kommentar

Killmaterial

Utgavan baserar sig pa en killa: fotokopia av partituret i autograf (A).

Det exemplar som anvints som forlaga aterfinns hos Conservatoire National de Musigune 1 Paris.

P4 forsattbladet star det delvis dolt: ....... nstr6m/i vinskap och hogaktning/tillegnas/Symfonie/af O. Bystr6m/1872./
Offert par Madame Ida Cail,/Née Bystrom/niece du Compositeut/Paris le 16 9-bre 1910.

Kommentarer

Clarini 1 A noteras som trombe (Tt.).

Partituruppstillningen 1 A foljer dldre regler siledes Tr. placeras under Cor.
Flauto Piccolo noteras i en separat stimma.

Repetionsmarkeringarna i Sazs 7 och 3 saknar bokstaven J.

Tremolo 6ver flera takter i Timp. noteras 1 A bade med tresssssamt 16-dels trem. pa varje skaft.

Sats 1, Allegro

Corni I och D noteras pa varsitt system.

TAKT INSTR. ANM.

1,5 cor.1 bindebédge borttagen i a m tr.1

49 ob. p tillagt 1 analogi med cl.1 t.50

51 vle. p tillagt i analogi med v1.I-1I t.49

61 cl. bindebédge borttagen i analogi med fg.1

63 fo.1 bindebédgen pa 3:e slaget borttagen i1 analogi med cl.
102 ob.1 p tillagt i analogi med cl.1 t.100

132-133 vle tillagd div. och unite

218 ve. sista 16-delen H istillet for B

240 cl. mf tillagt i analogi med 6vriga instrument

245 ob. f tillagt i analogi med 6vriga instrument

256 fo.1 p tillagt i analogi med cor.1 t.255

259 ob.2 p tillagt i analogi med Ovriga instrument

262 ob.1 p tillagt i analogi med Ovriga instrument

302, 306 ob., fg. forsta 4-delen tillagd stacc. i analogi med t. 44, 48
309 vle. p tillagt i analogi med v1.I-1I t.307

323-329 ve. 1 A noterat i oktaverad G-klav

333-334 f. tillagt diminuendopil i analogi med cor.1, thn.b
334 cl, fg.1 tillagt crescendopil 1 analogi med ob.

338 cb. tillagt crescendopil 1 analogi med 6vriga archi
339 trb. f tillagt i analogi med 6vriga instrument




Sats 3, Allegro molto ¢ Finale

4 horn i olika och skiftande stimningar noteras pa varsitt system.
T.162, 164, 166, 168 samt 178, 180, 182: fermat ovanfor systemet borttaget.
Tempoangivelsen ar meno mosso e ad libitum vilket kan tolkas som att dessa skall framféras nagot utdraget, rubaterat.

T.169, tempoangivelsen har rittats frin J=100 tll J=1 12, 1 analogi med satsens forsta tempoangivelse.

TAKT INSTR. ANM.

20-23, 25-27 | tbn.b. 1 A 4-del H samt 3 helnoter A dndrat i utg. i analogi med cl.

59 tr. 7 D tillagt i analogi med t.83, (det saknas i A)

145 tr. 7 G tillagt 1 analogi med t.121, (det saknas i A)

169 tr. 7 Ctillagt ; ingen anvisning muta in C foregir, men 7 C passar best 1 tonarten — jfr cor.4
175-176 archi triolerna pa slag 1 och 3 har separerats frin 8-delsparen pa slag 2 och 4 f6r enklare ldsning
229 cl.1 p tillagt i analogi med ob., fg.

249 ob. mf tillagt i analogi med tbn.t.

383-384 fl. ob. erese. tillagt 1 analogi med cl., fg.

400 fo.1 pé 2:a halvnoten tillagt d1 och legatobage, i analogi med t.408

402 vc., cb. 3:e 8-delen dndrad fran fiss till 1 analogi med t.410

414 arpa nyans saknas i A - p tillagt i analogi med cl., fg.

495-498 cor.3 klav oklart, G-klav tillagt; cor.3 spelar i analogi med vle.
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Oscar Bystrom

Oscar Bystrom was born in Stockholm on 13 October 1821. Besides composing
music, he was active as a pianist, organist, conductor, writer and military officer. By-
strom began his music education in 1834 and subsequently underwent officer training
1836-1847.

Early on in his career Bystrom performed as a pianist at concerts as well as society
balls. Alongside performing and composing he worked as a teacher, tutoring private
students including Princess Eugénie, ran a piano and vocal institute in Stockholm and
was the director of the Royal Conservatory of Music 1866—72. He was a proponent for
among others, early church music with origins in Gregorian chant and popular chorales.

Bystrom also had a career in the military and was promoted to the rank of captain in
1857. After 1872 he moved to Finland, where he continued his career in music as con-
ductor at Nya Teatern in Helsinki 1872-1876. Returning to Sweden, Bystrom focused
primarily on church music. Oscar Bystrom died 22 July 1909 in Aspnis, Spillersboda.

© Levande musikarv. Transl. Thalia Thunander

Symphony in D minor

Oscar Bystrom wrote his three-movement D minor symphony between 1870 and

72. The first two movements were performed by the student orchestra of the Royal
Conservatory of Music in Stockholm on 20 December 1871 to mark his resigning the
inspectorship, a post that he had held since 1867. He also left active military service

at the same time. Unable to subsist on his pension he took over the directorship of the
Abo Music Society, where he would remain for the next four years. The symphony was
performed in its entirety at a concert at the Stockholm Royal Opera on 19 October
1874 under the baton not of Bystrom, as planned, but of court chief conductor Ludvig
Norman. The work was well-received and it was performed for a second time on 30
October.

Bystrom included the work at one of his last major concerts in Abo in the spring of
1876, after which it remained unplayed until 1895, when the Royal Court Orchestra
performed it under Conrad Nordqvist with a partially reworked finale. In this new
form, the symphony was published for piano four hands by the Swedish Art Music So-
ciety, but the next outing had to wait until 1907 in Gothenburg, followed the next year
by a performance in Paris. For reasons unknown, the score was deposited at this time
in a Parisian library, where it remained until revived in 1935 by Tor Mann in Gothen-
burg. It then garnered much interest and has since become a repertory work, not least
on radio, and was recorded on disk.

Bystrom is one of the handful of contemporary composers to be profoundly influ-
enced by Franz Berwald’s music, as evident in, above all, a duo for cello and piano and
two string quartets. The symphony, too, contains melodic and compositional elements
that are reminiscent of Berwald. This, and the somewhat remarkable depositing of the
score in Paris, gave rise to a rather nasty discussion on the genuinity of the work, it
having been claimed by Berwald’s family that the symphony was identical to his lost
Capricieuse, a complete symphony that should have been found on his music shelf at
his death. Berwald and Bystrom lived in the same house and Bystrom was one of the
few people with the freedom to roam Berwald’s rooms, as he had offered to help with
the estate and the arrangement of a memorial concert. The idea that Bystrom was able
to present an, in some respect, counterfeit symphony to the entire music establishment
of Stockholm is an overly audacious one, and contemporary critics had no such sus-
picions. The symphony is dedicated to one of Bystrom’s best friends, the well-known
singer and singing teacher Isidor Dannstréom.

Apart from the addition of two horns and two trombones in the finale, the 1895
revision also inserts the chorale “Hoga Majestit, vi alle” in the movement’s D major
coda, unashamedly in E flat major and surrounded by the tinkling of harps! By now,



Bystrom had dedicated himself exclusively to chorale studies and, evidently to emp-
hasise his new interest in life, similarly added an intermezzo on three older liturgical
tunes to his first string quartet in C minor that same year, dubbing the whole piece
Quartetto svedese. In both cases the changes are strange and unorganic and best justice
is done to both works if played in their original versions.

Since the symphony, as they say, “lacks a scherzo”, Sten Broman felt that the so-
mewhat more nimble mid-section of the lyrical middle movement, which is sur-
prisingly contrapuntal in nature, might correspond to this “omitted” movement and
sought therefore to raise yet another Berwald association. The idea is not wholly
convincing, particularly as elements from this middle section are taken up in the clo-
sing section of the three-part movement. A hypothesis that a freestanding Andante for
orchestra composed in Abo was intended as an alternative to the symphony’s middle sec-
tion must also be left open. The symphony that was thus composed when Norman only
presented his first symphony movement by movement stands firmly on its own two feet.

© Lennart Hedwall, Levande musikarv. Transl. Neil Betteridge



