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Bernhard Crusell

Att Bernhard Crusell (1775-1838) kommit att forknippas med klari-
netten ir ingenting att férvina sig 6ver. Han var en av sin tids frimsta
klarinettister och komponerade for instrumentet konsertanta verk som
fick utlindska forliggare. Dessutom var han en av de forsta foretridarna
for den svenska romanskonsten, och ett av hans mest populira verk var
sangspelet Den lilla slavinnan.

Crusell foddes i Nystad i Finland, som dé var en del av Sverige.
Uppvixten var fattig (fadern var bokbindare) och det oméjliggjorde
skolgang. Diremot lirde han sig spela klarinett hos en militirmusiker
vid Nylands regemente, och tolv ar gammal blev han volontdrmusiker
placerad péd Sveaborg utanfor Helsingfors. Banan som militdrmusiker
fortsatte vid flytten till Stockholm 1791, men tva ar senare blev han
klarinettist i Kungl. Hovkapellet — en plats han behéll anda till 1833.
Georg Joseph Vogler, som ledde Hovkapellet, gav honom undervisning
i komposition.

Tva utlandsvistelser blev viktiga for hans musikaliska utveckling pa
sitt instrument. 1798 fick han sin forsta egentliga undervisning i klari-
nettspel av Franz Tausch i Berlin. 1803 blev han inbjuden till Paris av
Jean-Francois de Bourgoing, franskt sindebud i Stockholm, och un-
der den halvirslinga vistelsen fick han undervisning i komposition av
Henri Montan Berton och Francois Gossec.

Anknytningen till militirmusiken kvarstod: 1819 utnimndes han
till ledare for militirmusiken i Linkoping, dir han sommartid ledde
musikkéren. I den tjinsten stannade han till 1836.

Som tonsittare stod klarinetten i centrum f6r hans storst upplagda
verk. Tre klarinettkonserter finns bevarade (i Ess-dur, f£moll och B-
dur), men ett forsta solistiskt verk var variationer ver Ahlstroms visa
”Goda gosse glaset tom” — framfért 1804 men utgett i reviderad form
1829 som Introduction et Air Suédois varié. Ett av hans mest uppskat-
tade verk dr Concertante for klarinett, horn, fagott och orkester, ur-
uppfort 1808. Ocksa i verk av det mindre formatet hade klarinetten en
framskjuten position, sd i tre kvartetter for klarinett, violin, viola och
cello.

Att Crusell genom Hovkapellet fick en stark relation till operakon-
sten speglas i singproduktionen, inte minst i de mojligheter till replik-
vixlingar som uppstdr dé fler in en singare medverkar. En sirstillning
intar hans singer ur Esaias Tegnérs Frithiofs saga, som fick stor sprid-
ning inte bara i Sverige, utan ocksa i utgavor pa danska och tyska. Det
var genom att bli upptagen i sillskapet Par Bricole som Crusell stimu-
lerades i sitt komponerande av vokalmusik, vilket ocksi mirks i en rad
verk f6r manskor. Singspelet Den lilla slavinnan ir en annan utlopa av
detta intresse, uppfort forsta gingen 1824 och direfter framfort bade pa
andra hall i Sverige och i Finland.

Stilistiskt ansluter Crusell till den klassicism som var framtridande
under decennierna kring ar 1800, men tidigt 6ppnar sig hans musik
ocksa for en gryende romantik (som i den andra klarinettkonserten frin
1815). Som ytterligare exempel pa hans receptivitet kan nimnas att han
ocksa dversatte tio operor till svenska. 1801 blev han ledamot av Kung].
Musikaliska akademien.

© Red. Levande musikarv

Bernhard Crusell

”The name of Bernhard Crusell (1775-1838) remains firmly linked
with the clarinet. There is nothing surprising about this: Crusell was
one of the outstanding clarinettists of his time, composing many vir-
tuoso pieces for the instrument which were distributed by a number of
foreign publishers. At the same time, he was one of the first exponents
of the Swedish art song (romans), and one of his most popular works
was the comic opera, Den lilla slavinnan (The Little Slavegirl).

Crusell was born in Nystad in Finland, then a part of Sweden. His
childhood was sufficiently poor (his father was a book-binder) that he
was unable to attend school. However, he managed to learn the clarinet
by taking lessons with a military musician from the Nylund regiment,
and at twelve he signed up for voluntary service as a musician, stationed
in Sveaborg outside Helsinki. His career as a military musician took
him to Stockholm in 1791, where two years later he became clarinettist
in the Kungliga Hovkapellet (the Royal Court Orchestra) — a position
he held until 1833. Georg Joseph Vogler, then director of the Hovkapel-
let, provided Crusell with tuition in composition.

Two foreign journeys gained a particular importance for Crusell’s
musical development. In 1798 he received his first real tuition on the
clarinet from Franz Tausch in Berlin. In 1803 he was invited to Paris
by Jean-Francois de Bourgoing, a French emissary to Stockholm, and
under a six-month stay in the French capital he received composition
tuition from Henri Montan Berton and Francois Gossec.

In the meantime, Crusell’s musical military connections remained.
In 1819 he was appointed director of military music in Linkoping. He
led the regimental band during the summer months and remained in
the post until 1836.

The clarinet occupied a central position for most of his main com-
positions, including three extant clarinet concertos (in E-flat major, F
minor and B-flat major). His first piece for clarinet solo, however, was
a set of variations on Ahlstrém’s song ‘Goda gosse glaset tom’ (‘Good
lad, drain your glass’) — performed first in 1804 and later published
in revised form in 1829 as Introduction et Air Suédois varié. One of his
most successful pieces is the Concertante for clarinet, horn, bassoon,
and orchestra, given its premiere in 1808. He also had much success
with smaller format works for clarinet, such as three quartets for clari-
net, violin, viola and cello.

Through the Hovkapellet Crusell formed a strong stylistic connec-
tion to opera, which is reflected in his song compositions, not the least
in the songs in two or more parts where the composer makes much of
the opportunity for dialogue between voices. A special position among
his songs is occupied by the settings from Esaias Tegnér’s Frithiofs saga,
which was widely circulated not merely in Sweden but also through
published scored in Danish and German. Through his membership of
the Par Bricole society, Crusell received a new aesthetic impetus in his
composition of vocal music, a quality which can also be observed in a
number of works for male chorus. The comic opera Den lilla slavinnan
is another expression of this. The piece received its premiere in Stock-
holm in 1824. Further performances followed both elsewhere in Swe-
den and in Finland.

Crusell’s music is connected to the classical style which predomi-
nated during the decades surrounding 1800. From early on, however,
he was also receptive to a nascent romanticism (heard for example in
the second clarinet concerto of 1815). His general artistic flexibility is
also attested to by the fact that he translated ten operas into Swedish.
In 1801 he became a member of the Kungliga Musikaliska akademien
(Royal Academy of Music).

© Swedish Musical Heritage Editors
Trans. Guy Dammann



Fantasi over svenska nationalmelodier

Utover sin tjanstgoring vid Kungl. Teatern har manga hovkapellister
verkat inom militdra musikkérer runt om i landet. Bernhard Crusell 4r
inget undantag: han ledde musikkarerna vid Férsta och Andra livgre-
nadjirregementet i Linkdping som musikdirektor 1818-38, och kom-
ponerandet av savil instrumental som vokal musik for regementsmusi-
ken var ett naturligt inslag i hans musikskapande. Crusell var fértrogen
med harmonimusik alltsedan sina r pd Sveaborg under 1700-talets
senare del, nir sidan hade hunnit etableras vid flera svenska regemen-
ten. Flera inslag i hans resedagbocker visar att han hyste ett genuint och
positivt intresse for blasarmusik.

Fantasi over svenska nationalmelodier hor till Crusells storre verk for
regementsmusikkérerna i Linkoping, uruppford den 11 september 1836
som sista nummer under en sd kallad Crusell-konsert i S:t Larskyrkan
med c:a 900 ahorare, recenserad i Linkopings-Bladet den 14 september
1836. Vid sina tidigare konserter hade Crusell presenterat ”Schweiziska,
Italienska och Fransyska” melodier: Airs suisses (18322) och Potpourri
iiber italienische und franzisische Melodien (1835). Ett av méanga potpur-
rier 6ver Bellmans singer 4r ocksa tillskrivet Crusell. ”Ett potpourri pa
Swenska melodier, arrangeradt och componeradt af B. Crusell skulle
icke forfela sin goda werkan” hade en skribent i Linkdpings-Bladet pape-
kat efter 1835 ars konsert (den 16:e september). Som "nationella” rik-
nades pd Crusells tid inte enbart folkvisor utan ocksi omtyckta svenska
musikstycken mer allmint.

P4 inledningens Andante maestoso, med viss prigel av konsertuvertyr,
foljer en enkel mollmelodi, Jimtlandsvisan, med tre variationer. Stjern-
sangen av Tegnér och Sjogren, kind bland studentsingare, utgor sa en
lugn mellandel. P4 en modulerande éverledning med motiviskt arbete
foljer en Polska, ”Klang min vackra bjillra”, som med episodiska in-
fall och motiv fran de olika temana bildar en livfull final. ”I synnerhet
framlockade den lyckade finalen en allmin gladttighet i de respective
dhorarenas blickar” skrev Linkdpings-Bladets recensent. Ett visst moti-
viskt slikeskap hos melodierna bidrar till enhetlighet i kompositionen.
Tema med variationer efter inledningen och motiviskt arbete 4r utmar-
kande for tidens fantasi- och potpurrikomponerande.

Besittning med “tersflojt” i Ess, F- och B-klarinetter och fagotter, na-
turhorn och naturtrumpeter, klaffinstrumenten kenthorn och bashorn,
den sedvanliga trion alt- tenor- och basbasun (-trombon) jimte serpent
samt slagverk var typisk for datidens infanterimusikkarer och bar in-
ternationell prigel. Detta var dock nagot som var pa vig att forindras
genom inforandet av bleckblasinstrument med ventiler, vilket skulle
medféra nya nationella idiom och klanger. Aven sedan musikkirernas
instrumentation dndrats levde Crusells Fantasi vidare i arrangemang, till
exempel for blasoktett (militiroktett) ddr man lit esskornett, tenorbasun
och bastuba 6verta bland annat kenthornets, fagottens och serpentens
roller. Gunnar Johansson har gjort ett arrangemang f6r symfonisk blasor-
kester. Annu ar 2020 foreligger ingen inspelning av Crusells original.

© Ann-Marie Nilsson, Levande musikarv

Killor

Manuskript

A. Musik- och Teaterbiblioteket, Stockholm, Kungliga Forsta livgrenad-
jarregementets arkiv. Komplett inbundet orkesterpartitur i autograf, 98
sidor pa fortycke notpapper omfattande 19 system per sida. Titelsida:
Kung]. Forsta Livgrenadjirregementet [stimpel]/No 1./Fantasie/6fver/
Svenska Natjonal Melodier/af/B.Crusell/Partitur/Kongl. 1sta Lifgrenad-
jir Regementet

Kommentar
Autografen ir i ett mycket gott skick, utskriven med stor noggrannhet

och ett fatal sjilvkorrigeringar utférda av Crusell.

© Anders Wiklund Levande musikarv

Fantasy on Swedish National Melodies

In addition to their service at the Royal Swedish Opera, many Royal
Court Orchestra musicians have served with Swedish regimental bands.
Bernhard Crusell is no exception: he led the bands of the 1st and 2nd
Life Grenadier Regiments in Linkoping as bandmaster (Swed. musikdi-
rektor) 1818-38, and composing both instrumental and vocal music for
the regiments was a natural part of his music productivity. Crusell had
been familiar with Harmoniemusik since his days at the fortress Svea-
borg during the late 18th century, a period when instrumental wind
ensembles had been established with many of the Swedish regiments.
Notes in his travel diaries reveal his genuine and positive interest in
wind music.

The Fantasi over svenska nationalmelodier (Fantasy on Swedish Na-
tional Melodies) is one of Crusell’s larger works for the Life Grenadier
Regiments. It was premiered on 11 September 1836 as the last piece on
a so-called Crusell concert performed at St. Lars Church before an au-
dience of ca 900 and was reviewed in the newspaper Linkdipings-Bladet
14 September 1836. Crusell had presented ‘Swiss, Italian and French’
melodies at previous concerts: Airs suisses (18322) and Potpourri diber
italienische und franzosische Melodien (1835). One of the many pot-
pourris based on Bellman’s songs has also been attributed to Crusell. ‘A
potpourri on Swedish melodies, arranged and composed by B. Crusell
should not fail to give a good impression’ wrote a reviewer in Linkd-
pings-Bladet after a concert on 16 September 1835. During Crusell’s
time, not only folk songs but popular Swedish pieces in general were
considered ‘national’.

The opening Andante maestoso, having a certain touch of a concert
overture, is followed by a simple minor melody, Jimtlandsvisan, with
three variations. Tegnér’s and Sjogren’s Stjernsingen, familiar to male
student choirs, constitutes a calm middle section. A modulating transi-
tion with thematic development is followed by the polska Klang min
vackra bjillra’, creating a lively finale of episodic whims and motifs
from the different themes. ‘In particular the successful finale elicited
a general cheerfulness in the eyes of the audience’, wrote the reviewer
from Linkopings-Bladet. A certain motivic kinship between the melodies
contributes to the unity of the composition. A Theme and variations
following the introduction, in addition to motivic development, are
peculiar to the fantasy and potpourri compositional techniques of the
early nineteenth century.

Scoring for transverse flute in E-flat, F and B-flat clarinets, bassoons,
natural horns, natural trumpets, keyed bugles and bass horns, the usual
trio of alto, tenor and bass trombone, serpent and percussion was typi-
cal for infantry bands during this period and had international charac-
ter. However, this was soon to change with the introduction of valved
brass instruments, leading to new national idioms and timbres. Even
after the instrumentation of wind ensembles had changed, Crusell’s
Fantasi lived on in arrangements, for example for wind octet (military
octet) in which the E-flat Swedish kornett, tenor valve trombone and
bass tuba replaced the keyed bugle, bassoon and serpent. Gunnar Jo-
hansson has made an arrangement for symphonic wind orchestra. As of
2020, no recording currently exists with Crusell’s original instrumenta-
tion.

© Ann-Marie Nilsson, Levande musikarv

Trans. Thalia Thunander





